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IT’S REPORT CARD TIME! 
 
Our teachers have been working very hard these last few weeks to prepare the first term report cards, which will be going home on December 9th.  The 
process of assessment, evaluation and reporting is complex and teachers work to ensure that reports accurately represent student achievement and set a 
course for future development. Here are some things to remember when report cards come home: 
 

 Set aside time to talk to your child about the report card.  Before you open it, ask your child what he/she thinks the report card will tell you about his/her 

learning. 

 Ask your child whether he/she did their best. 

 Acknowledge your child’s efforts and be proud of the areas in which they have done well.  Celebrate the successes, the effort, 

and the positive comments.  Some ways to celebrate include having a special dinner or going on a family  excursion.  Paying 

students for getting good grades is not recommended and has been shown to actually decrease student engagement in learning. 

 
If some of the comments are disappointing, help your child set specific goals for the next term. Assist your child in making a plan to achieve those goals. 
 
If you have questions about the report card, please make an appointment to meet with the classroom teachers. 
 
Reflecting on what we have learned, where we need to improve, and making a plan to achieve our goals is fundamental to success in school, and in life! 
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Spotlight on Social and Emotional Learning: Part 1 

source:  www.casel.org 
 

What is social and emotional learning? 
Social and emotional learning (SEL) is a process for helping children and even adults develop the fundamental skills for life effectiveness.  These are the 
skills we all need to handle ourselves, our relationships, and our work, effectively and ethically.  These skills include recognizing and managing our emotions, 
developing caring and concern for others, establishing positive  relationships, making responsible decisions, and handling challenging situations              
constructively and ethically.  They are the skills that allow children to calm themselves when angry, make friends, resolve conflicts respectfully, and make 
ethical and safe choices. 
 
Benefits of SEL 
Schools that create socially and emotionally sound learning and working environments, and that help students and staff develop greater social and emotional 
competence, in turn help ensure positive short and long-term academic and personal outcomes for students, and higher levels of teaching and work         
satisfaction for staff. 
 
SEL promotes academic success, health and well-being at the same time that it prevents a variety of problems such as alcohol and drug use, violence,    
truancy and bullying.  A large body of scientific research has determined that effective SEL in schools significantly improves students’ social-emotional skills,  
attitudes about self and others, and their social interactions.  It also decreases their levels of emotional distress and conduct problems. 
 
SEL at Brentwood Park 
Social-Emotional Learning is a central focus at Brentwood Park and we are creating many different opportunities for students to engage in SEL at Brentwood 
Park.  For example, students in most classes engage in class meetings or community circles that provide opportunities for students to connect with their 
classmates, share their feelings and collaboratively solve problems.  All classes create social contracts or classroom charters that guide behaviour.  In all 
classes, students are engaging in the MindUp program which teaches them about how the brain works, provides tools for focusing attention to senses and 
feelings and teaches students about empathy and kindness.  We are planning an information session for parents/guardians in the new year to provide further 
details on SEL and our activities at Brentwood Park. 

Tiger Times 
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WRITE TO SANTA AND HE’LL WRITE BACK 

 
Write to:       Santa Claus 
                      North Pole HOH OHO 
                      CANADA 
 
Every child who writes to Santa using a proper return address receives a reply.  It’s a cherished 
annual tradition that fosters a love of reading and writing in children of all ages. 
 
Emails can be sent to Santa, or you can watch Santa on YouTube, via:  
www.canadapost.ca/santascorner 

 

LITERACY @ HOME 
 

Learning to read is a process that begins by understanding that those funny lines on the paper actually tell us something.  Children then move to memorizing 

familiar passages (the rhythm and rhyme of poetry supports this development).  It is important to help a child follow along or “track” at this stage so that 

his/her finger is touching the word that he/she is saying.  After a lot of experience and exposure to the written word, children then begin to recognize a few 

common “sight words” and finally they begin to use what they know about letters to “sound out” and decipher unknown words.  Your child will be anywhere 

along this continuum and is developing into a fluent reader.  Good readers continue to use many of these skills as we try to derive meaning from what we 

read. 

 

Your support at home is invaluable to your child’s   learning.  There are many ways to support your child’s reading success.    Literacy @ Home is a regular  

feature in our school newsletter that will highlight tips for supporting literacy development.  We  encourage you to try these ideas at home.  Conversation 

about shared reading is one of the most effective ways to support your child’s literacy development.  It’s also fun! 

 

Background knowledge – Effective readers use their background knowledge to build understanding when reading.  Ask your child: What does this remind 

you of?  Have you ever felt that way?  What would you do in this situation? 

LOST & FOUND 

 

Are your children missing any items? Please check the Lost & Found bin in the hallway outside 
the  library to claim your items.  All items not claimed by December 16th will be donated to  

charity. 

2016 WINTER MUSICAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE KINGDOMS OF WINTER 

 

This Winter Brentwood Park Elementary will be presenting 

a K-7 Musical, The Kingdoms of Winter.  The concerts 

will be on Tuesday     December 13th at 1:30pm & 

7:00pm, and Wednesday December 14th at 1:30pm  & 

7:00pm in the School Gymnasium.  *Please bring a non-

perishable food item which will go towards our Food 

Bank Drive.   

There will be a limit of 2 tickets per family (not per 

child) for each concert.  Each person will be required to 

have a ticket, including young children.  A $2 donation per 

ticket is suggested. Proceeds from the Christmas      

Concerts will go towards our Fine Arts Programs.   Ticket 

orders will be filled on a first-come first served basis.  

Please return the ticket order form to your classroom 

teacher by  ASAP. 

 

For more information visit our Brentwood Park Music 

Program’s website at http://blogs.sd41.bc.ca/yankom/ 

SCHOOL CLOSURES DUE TO WEATHER 

 

As winter weather approaches, we want to remind parents/guardians, students, and staff about     

Burnaby School District weather related school closure announcements. All schools will remain 

OPEN, unless there is heavy snowfall, damage or other circumstances (eg. power outage) that 

make it impossible to operate safely. The district will do its best to communicate school or   

district-wide closures and bus  changes or cancellations by 6:30 am. This information will be 

posted on the front page of the district website. Closure information will also be provided to the 

media (radio and tv stations). PLEASE NOTE THAT NO ANNOUNCMENT WILL BE MADE 

THAT SCHOOLS  ARE OPEN. 

 

Parents/guardians are responsible for their child's safe travel to school. Please walk elementary  

children to the door of their school if you are    uncertain whether the school is open or not. If for 

any reason you feel that your child cannot travel safely to school then you should notify the 

school that your child will be  absent. 

CARDBOARD CHALLENGE 
 
Way to go Brentwood Park —  our Cardboard Challenge made the 

papers!  Check out the Burnabynow: 

 
http://www.burnabynow.com/news/education/1.3173938 

http://www.canadapost.ca/cpo/mc/personal/santa/default.jsf
http://www.burnabynow.com/news/education/1.3173938
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FUN LACROSSE 2017  
 

For new players For new players --  boys & girls ages 5boys & girls ages 5--10 10   

5 Sessions for $25 -  No eequipment rrequired  

Played indoors at Charles Rummel Centre, 3630 Lozelles Avenue 
SPACE LIMITED, REGISTER EARLY!   

 
 

www.burnabylacrosse.com for signup information   
Need more info? Susan @ 604-312-6181 or burnabyfunlacrosse@gmail.com 

FRIDAY Jan 20-Feb17 

  Group #1    6 - 7 pm   

  Group #2    7 - 8 pm      

SATURDAY  Jan 21-Feb 18 

Group #1    10 am Group #1    10 am --  11 am11 am  

Group #2   11 am Group #2   11 am --  NoonNoon  

COMMUNITY  INFORMATION 

SAVE YOUR BOTTLES! 
 

The Me to we Committee will be 

holding a bottle drive on January 7th 

so save your bottles! 

The Me to We Committee 

collected 140 coats for the 

Rotary Club’s Coats for 

Kids campaign.  

BURNABY CHRISTMAS BUREAU 
 

Burnaby Christmas Bureau registration continues to take place Dec.1st – 23rd , Mon – Sat   
10am -4pm. Location is now at 7252 Kingsway Avenue (the old Eastburn Community Centre). 
  
Qualified applicants will receive new toys for their children (16 years & younger).  Eligibility: 

 Burnaby families with low incomes and children 16 years and younger 

 Low income Seniors 

 Income Assistance or family with low-income 

  Working Families must provide a C-Print for EACH Adult 

          To obtain one please call:  1-800-959-8281    Press* to speak to an Operator 
  
If you are on Income Assistance a Release of Information from your Ministry Office will     
replace the C-Print. 
  
If you have questions or concerns please contact MJ at 604-292-3902, or myself at 604-760-7398.  
Donations may be dropped off at the Brentwood Community Resource Centre on Mondays and  
Saturdays 604.292.3902 

http://www.burnabylacrosse.com
mailto:burnabyfunlacrosse@gmail.com

